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£e), the Court of Madrid signed the Convention which opened a new future for the North Pacific. By it Spain agreed to tore the buildings and lands at Nootka to the British subjects °rn Martinez had dispossessed. Reparation was also to be de for any outrages committed by the subjects of either •vcr against those of the other since April 1789.' Britons and iniarcls were to have full liberty to trade in North-West lerica, that is, to the north of the Spanish settlements; but of rsc all the coasts to the south of them were to remain closed heretofore. Spain, however, conceded entire freedom of 'igntion and fishery in the Pacific Ocean and the South Seas, :cpt that, in order to preclude all intercourse with her colonies, tish ships were forbidden to approach within a limit of ten ritime leagues.
fhe British public greeted this happy issue of events with .racteristic reserve. As Spain stood for commercial monopoly I political reaction, the rebuff dealt to her ought to have ased the Whigs. But party rancour increased in proportion *itt's success. Hope deferred made the hearts of his opponents c; and to this cause we may attribute curiously acrid verdicts : that of Auckland's correspondent, Storcr, who exclaimed on id October, with the jaimtiness of ignorance: " Here we are, ng to war, and for what? A place, the name of which I can rccly pronounce, never heard of till lately, and which did not st till t'other day. Pitt is tired of peace. He bullied France sfTectually three years ago that he is determined to try the ic thing with Spain." Storer also says that our officers were ligh spirits at the idea of a voyage to Mexico, and were buy-Ullon/s "Voyage" so as to study the South Sea coasts.' \encc it would appear that geography was not a strong point h Storer, and that in his eyes wars were worth wnging only behalf of well-known names. How curiously parochial is this >it of mind. Yet Pitt was destined soon to find out Its self-ertivencss and tenacity in the case of another im-cuphonious I dimly-known place—Ocznko/T. rhe insular, matter-of-fact way in which the House of Com-
"F. O.,rl Spain, 49 (Drafts of Lord GrenvJllc), shows \liai ihc sum of >,ooo was finally demanded from Spain as compensation. Knr the Con-lion of a8th October r?go sec '' l*nrl. Hist.," xxviii, 916- iH, and Martens,
192-9-
" Auckland Journals," M, 374. no account use the French alliance on Mirnbeau's conditions.
